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BOTANICAL
TUTORIAL
DariaPiziettahas undertaken building

and renovation projects for all kinds of cli-

ents with cultural and educational missions:

a performing-arts building in Brooklyn,

New York, public libraries in Centereach,

New York, and Savannah, Georgia, a mari-

time museum in Biloxi, Mississippi. Before

the H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture

partner started designing the Botanical

Research Institute of Texas, however, she

had never encountered an organization so

dedicated to "conserving our natural heri-

tage through building design," she says.

"From our initial meeting, they were stead-

fast in the desire to build the most ecologi-

cally friendly headquarters they could."

The institute, which had leased munic-

ipal property adjacent to the Fort Worth

Botanical Garden, asked H3 to provide a

herbarium for 2 million dried specimens,

a library for 125,000 volumes, laborato-

ries, an exhibition hall, event space, an

education center, a printing facility, and

offices. What's more, preservation of the

earth's resources had to inform every as-

pect, from orientation with regard to the -.

Clockwise from top: At Farth Worth's Botanical Research Institute of Texas by H3 Hardy Collaboration Architecture, the main
staircase's steel balustrade is painted to replicate an oxidized patina. Reclaimed from the Mississippi River, 100-year-old
cypress logs yielded the planks for the lobby's feature wall. Botcnically themed wool carpet defines the children's library.
An affice area has bamboa ceiling panels.
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Clockwise from top iefl: A steel-framed
canopy marks the entrance. The north-
facing elevation features the most
glass. A research associate works
on test beds for the green roof Fully
installed, its prairie grasses and sedurt
top the south facade's precast co
panels. As the landscaping const
Balmori Associates helped to de\)
the S-acre campus expansion pla¡
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site plan to building materials, energy sys-

tems, plantings, and rainwater management.

(Fort Worth's scorching droughts are fol-

lowed by torrential rains.) "With advanced

insulation, thermal glass, and reflective

roofing membranes, we can all design struc-

tures that take less energy to heat and cool,"

Pizzetta says. She also got a crash course

in green roofs, working with researchers

at the institute and the botany faculty at

Texas Christian University to develop plant-

ings that mimic the indigenous prairie.

In addition to being selected as a pilot for

the Sustainable Sites Initiative, a national

eco rating system for landscape design,

the project received the first LEED-NC

Platinum certification in Tarrant County,

But Pizzetta doesn't consider that the

endgame: "It wasn't just about the right

number of points. It was about getting

it right." -Nicholas Tamarin
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